
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The 2014 Caribbean Cup schedule, designed and supplied by the CFU. The country in bold is the host. 

After waiting longer than expected for the official draw to take place - we were 

previously told by the CFU that the groups would be confirmed in December, then 

January, then March - the 2014 Caribbean Cup groups are now live. Coaches can begin 

to prepare training, nations can build up their squads and we can look forward to a 

really cracking event. 

This year's tournament is extra special for a number of reasons. 1) The Jamaican 

Football Federation President, Captain Horace Burrell, managed to persuade the powers 

that be, FIFA, that the Caribbean Cup should be showcased during the FIFA window. This 

means participating countries can select their very best players from all around the 

world, because they won't be playing for their respective clubs at the time. This results 

in higher quality of players, more action, more goals and generally better play. In 

previous editions it hasn't been done in this way. 2) As always, the top four finishers 

directly qualify for the Gold Cup (which will take place in 2015) but this year has a 

twist, as this piece of text explains: "The fifth place team will play a playoff match 

against the fifth place team from the 2014 Copa Centroamericana tournament. This is 

the first time that the two overall fifth-placed teams compete to qualify for the 

CONCACAF Gold Cup, previously five teams from Central America and four from the 

Caribbean have qualified for the Confederation's competition." So, in theory, there could 

be five Caribbean countries competing at next year's Gold Cup. Even more incentive... 



Here's a guide to the different groups using a set criteria - from the Preliminaries all the 

way to the Final Round - with some of the profiles compiled by writers specializing in 

that particular area. So put the kettle on, kick your feet up and enjoy The Home of 

Caribbean Football’s bumper 2014 Caribbean Cup preview… 

 

 

 

Manager: Rudsel Sint Jago 

Chances of success: Favourites to win their group, but will likely struggle in the next 

round. 

Key players: Rolando Janzen is the captain with a powerful left-footed shot; Ilfred Piar 

and Suehendley Barzey are two speedy, dangerous strikers. 

Last game: Bonaire 2-1 Aruba, November 2013 

Summary: I was impressed by Bonaire in last year's ABCS Tournament. They are 

relatively shaky in defence but possess some good offensive outlets which should get 

them through the Preliminaries. If they do, they're unlikely to overcome Martinique, 

Barbados and Suriname. 

Bonaire 

PRELIMINARIES - Group 1  

 



 

 

 

Manager: Kenny Dyer (although not specified by the federation) 

Chances of success: Given they haven't played in a competitive fixture since the last 

edition of the Caribbean Cup in 2012, plus the fact they sit in 188th place in the FIFA 

World Rankings (at the time of writing), Montserrat are extremely unlikely to pull up any 

trees. 

Key players: Bradley Woods-Garness is a bustling, journeyman forward, Julian Wade 

plys his trade in Trinidad & Tobago and is a bit of a rough diamond while Donervon 

Daniels is a towering central defender uncapped by Montserrat, but a huge prospect at 

West Bromwich Albion. 

Last game: Montserrat 7-0 British Virgin Islands, September 2012 

Summary: The Emerald Boys actually have some talented, raw players in the squad but 

a combination of haphazard organisation from the country's federation and shortage of 

matches culminates in the inevitable: an early knock-out. 

Montserrat 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Terrence Jones, assisted by Carlton Freeman 

Chances of success: Hugely unrealistic. Since the team’s first international in 1998, 

they’ve played 35 with a record of W3, D6 and L26.  

Key players: Skipper Reid Klopp, born in the United States, is the national side’s leading 

scorer with two goals. Dwayne Thomas, of Skills FC, can fill in as a centre back as well 

as centre midfielder. There’s very little star power in the squad. 

Last game: Curacao 6-1 USVI, November 2011 

Summary: USVI pulled out of 2012 Caribbean Cup qualifying, they haven’t played a 

game in three years and despite the presence of technical director Keith Griffth - a 

Barbadian who was given the role a few years back to help enhance the national football 

programme – there simply isn’t enough skill set or drive for USVI to succeed. Baseball is 

the number one sport, not football.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USVI 



Group 2 

 

 

  

 

 

Manager: Giovanni Franken 

Chances of success: Almost definite winners of Group 2, and could give Puerto Rico, 

Grenada and Curacao a run for their money in Group 4. First Round is probably the 

limit. 

Key players: Denzel Dumfries is a gangly midfielder with a rocket of a shot, Annuar 

Kock is scoring for fun with his club Estrella, Raymond Baten is the captain, leader, set-

piece specialist and Marlon Andrea is a stocky wide man with a low centre of gravity and 

quick feet. These are ones to keep an eye on. 

Last game: Aruba 2-0 Guam, March 2014 

Summary: In recent friendlies against Guam, Aruba shone and displayed great signs of 

improvement. The coach Franken has got them playing on the deck and there is a feel-

good factor running through the team at the moment. 

Aruba 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Avondale Williams 

Chances of success: BVI failed miserably in the last edition of Caribbean Cup 

qualifying, scoring a grand zero and leaking 27 goals in three games. With a porous 

defence, weak midfield and impotent attack, there’s no indication that they won’t be on 

the end of similar drubbings this time around. 

Key players: Veteran and former BVI captain, Andy Davis, announced his retirement 

this year so Javier Smith of Virgin Gorda Ballstars is expected to step in at centre back. 

Christopher Telemaque is an energetic right winger who made his international debut in 

2010. 

Last game:  Martinique 7-0 British Virgin Islands, September 2012 

Summary: Since the Andre Villas-Boas era in 1998-99, BVI have experimented with 

managers from the United States, Jamaica and the island itself. The current boss 

Williams used to keep defence for the nationals and there’s certainly no lack of desire 

on his part. Expect lots of effort, but not much else. 

British Virgin Islands 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Ghislain Zulemaro 

Chances of success: The consensus is that Aruba will edge it for the group title, but 

French Guiana will overcome both British Virgin Islands and Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Ultimately, this will not be enough. 

Key players: They could have had Bernard Lama and Florent Malouda, both eligible to 

represent French Guiana but instead picked France, so instead they’re left with the likes 

of former Bordeaux and Rangers striker Jean-Claude Darcheville and 25-year-old Gary 

Pigrée, whose international record is really rather good: played 14, scored 15. 

Last game: French Guiana 1-3 Martinique, December 2012 

Summary: This non-FIFA nation has limited footballing resources and, like many other 

small Caribbean territories, a severe lack of competitive action throughout the calendar 

year. There’s never going to be serious development with games so sparsely organised, 

that’s the sad truth of the matter. 

French Guiana 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Gary Brough 

Chances of success: It would take a miracle for Turks and Caicos, ranked rock bottom 

in the FIFA World Rankings, to engineer a passage out of their group. 

Key players: In the team there is a policeman, lawyer, teacher and construction worker. 

There are merely enough players readily available to draw up a starting eleven, but 

when there is, veteran forward Gavin Glinton – currently playing in Vietnam and 

formerly on the books of LA Galaxy – is the main man. There’s also a 15-year-old, 

McKnight James, on the periphery of the squad and it remains to be seen whether the 

teenager will fly out to Aruba. 

Last game: Turks and Caicos Islands 0-10 Bahamas (aggregate score), unspecified date 

in June/July 2011 

Summary: The BBC produced a report on the state of the game in Turks and Caicos in 

October last year, when Englishman Matthew Green was in charge. One thing flagged up 

in the article was the fact a new stadium was built and more than 500 youngsters 

registered to the islands’ youth programmes compared to less than 100 when Green 

first started. That’s a clear sign of improvement, but the main focus now should be on 

blooding these young players through into the seniors for tournaments like the 

Caribbean Cup. They’ve got nothing to lose. 

 

Turks and Caicos Islands 

FIRST ROUND – Group 3 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Patrick Cavelan 

Chances of success: Winners of the Caribbean Cup in 1993, Martinique are a rapidly 

developing team. Don’t rule them out of making the penultimate round, particularly 

with the home advantage. 

Key players: The side’s main weapon is fleet-footed attacker Kevin Parsemain, who 

joined Seattle Sounders in March this year. He has vision, agility and shooting prowess. 

Elsewhere, ex-West Ham man Frederic Piquionne provides experience and Bordeaux’s 

Kevin Olimpa is a good quality goalkeeper. 

Last game: Martinique 1-3 Mexico, July 2013 

Summary: I avidly followed the Gold Cup last year and Martinique were the surprise 

package, beating Canada in the opener and narrowly avoiding a spot in the quarter-

finals. It would be a disappointment not to see them in next year’s edition. Cavelan’s 

men are full of athleticism, drive and in Parsemain they have one of the best players in 

the Caribbean. But are they on par with the likes of Jamaica, Haiti and Trinidad and 

Tobago? That is the million dollar question. 

Martinique 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Colin Forde 

Chances of success: It is fair to say Barbados have been drawn into a difficult group 

amongst Suriname, Martinique and most probably Bonaire. The country’s federation is 

taking preparation very seriously – as a recent press conference clearly evidenced – but 

are they strong enough across all departments?  

Key players: Emmerson Boyce is the most notable Barbadian player, the team captain 

and a defender for Wigan Athletic. He should be a feature for Barbados given the FIFA 

window allowance. For the friendly against Jamaica in early March, every single squad 

player was domestic—based except for Alvin Rouse who plays in Northern Ireland. 

Rashida Williams and Armando Lashley are the best source of goals. 

Last game: Barbados 0-2 Jamaica, March 2014 

Summary: They failed to progress from the first batch of qualifying in 2012 and it is 

really hard to see Barbados making it out of Group 3 and into the next round in this 

edition, purely because of the group they’re in. I’m aware they’re doing a lot behind the 

scenes but the squad is lacking in distinction.  

Barbados 



 

 

 

 

*Written by @NatioSuriname 

Manager: Not yet appointed 

Chances of success: They are good enough to survive in Group 3 but if Suriname goes 

to the Second Round as a Runner-Up then they enter a group where every team has an 

equal chance to go to the final round. It will be tough. 

Key players: W Connection forwards Dimitrie Apai and Stefano Rijssel. Rijssel was 

poised for a move to Seattle Sounders after impressing in last year’s MLS SuperDraft but 

he has since been cut.  

Last game: Curacao 1-3 Suriname, November 2013 

Summary: It’s been almost half a year since the team was last together; it is not known 

what the squad will look like for the Caribbean Cup. It might be similar to the squad 

which reigned victorious in last year’s ABCS Tournament. That was quite a motivated 

and disciplined group. 

 

Suriname 

Group 4 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Victor Hugo Barros 

Chances of success: Drawn into a tricky group, if they were to progress then the 

Second Round is probably their limit.  

Key players: Dreadlocked Alexis Rivera of Bayamon has an excellent engine on him, 

reinforced by the fact he won the 2004 Athlete of the Year award from the Puerto Rico 

Soccer Federation. Hector Ramos is a young, vibrant striker who has notched 11 goals in 

21 appearances for Puerto Rico since his debut in 2010. 

Last game: Puerto Rico 1-3 Dominican Republic, October 2012 

Summary: The Puerto Ricans played a friendly against world champions Spain back in 

August 2012 and only lost 1-2. They didn’t fare particularly well in the last edition of 

the Caribbean Cup but the big sport in the country is baseball. There are some strong, 

physical players but little in terms of tactical awareness which could be their downfall. 

Puerto Rico  



 

 

 

 

Manager: Clarke John 

Chances of success: Dark horse of Group 4. Ignore them at your own peril… 

Key players: Kithson Bain, a bulky striker who is in fantastic form for his club Alpha 

United in Guyana, will spearhead the attack. Thailand-based midfielder Clive Murray will 

be expected to support him. 

Last game: Grenada 0-2 Haiti, November 2012 

Summary: Grenada has quite a few things going for them. They have an advantage over 

the others in their group because from 30 April to 6 May the team will be featuring in 

the Windward Islands Tournament (a trophy they won in 2013). This will serve as 

relevant preparation for the Caribbean Cup, plus in Bain they have a striker in red-hot 

form. 

Grenada 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Ludwig Alberto 

Chances of success: I can see Curacao and Grenada battling it out for the Group 4 first 

prize. It’s going to be tight; such is the even nature of the group. 

Key players: Cuco Martina, who plays for high profile Dutch club FC Twente, Stallone 

Isenia, Everon Espacia and Benjamin Martha (when he bothers to turn up) make up the 

spine of the team. There are lots of youngsters, fresh legs and energy for coach Alberto 

to work with. 

Last game: Curacao 1-3 Suriname, November 2013 

Summary: Curacao’s most successful Caribbean Cup venture to date was in 2007; they 

reached the group stage but lost twice, drawing once. If they can learn some lessons 

from last year’s ABCS Tournament then the side should give Grenada a real go in what is 

a very tight group indeed. 

 

Curacao 

Group 5 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Callum Farrell (@CallumFarrell2) 

Manager: Rolston Williams 

Chances of success: Will probably end up vying for a runners-up place, which is well 

within the team’s reach. 

Key players: Reading’s combative midfielder Mikele Leigertwood has recently returned 

from injury and Antigua will be hoping he can make the competition. A player who is in 

blistering form is young left-back Zaine Francis-Angol who’s played nearly every game 

for Motherwell in the Scottish Premier League this and his pace will have boss Williams 

looking to launch Antigua’s attacks from defence. Also, a forward partnership of Peter 

Byers and Dexter Blackstock promises goals. 

Last game: Antigua 0-1 Haiti, December 2012 

Summary: Antigua will be looking to progress from the group phase of the Caribbean 

Cup for the first time since 1998, but may worry about having to face the Dominican 

Republic for they lost 2-1 to them at the most recent edition in 2012. 

Antigua and Barbuda 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Aldo Mercedes (@LMDFans) 

Manager: Clemente Domingo Hernández 

Chances of success: Dominican Republic should dominate with no problems, ending on 

top of Group 5. The groups ahead will inevitably get harder but the team shouldn't have 

big problems getting into the Final Round. 

Key players: The skipper Heinz Barmettler of Real Valladolid, the Dominican’s top 

scorer Jonathan Faña, goalkeeper Miguel Lloyd and Real Madrid C youngster Mariano 

Díaz are key players. 

Last game: Dominican Republic 0-4 Costa Rica, August 2013 

Summary: The Bachata Boyz produced their best Caribbean Cup performance in 2012, 

losing only against Haiti and Trinidad and Tobago. Hernández’s men shot up to 78
th

 in 

the FIFA World Rankings in October last year which is their highest position to date. The 

team is in good shape and it is expected that Dominican Republic – although best known 

for its baseball players – will do well. 

 

Dominican Republic 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Dan Rawley (@danr1995) 

Manager: Cornelius Huggins, ominously nicknamed “outlaw” by fans. 

Chances of success: Slim at best – with a modest squad and an inexperienced (if 

likeable) manager - progress from Group 5 is achievable but anything more would be a 

surprise. 

Key players: The team has experience at the back, where 30-year-old Roy Richards may 

partner Finland-based giant Reginald Richardson. Striker Myron Samuel, of Barbadian 

side Rendezvous FC, will carry the main goal threat. 

Last game: St Vincent and the Grenadines 0-0 Dominica, February 2014 

Summary: Huggins used a two-game friendly series against Dominica in February to 

assess his troops, and a 3-2 win followed by a goalless draw two days later showed 

promise for a hastily-assembled squad. Asked about the new faces he has welcomed 

into the national fold, Huggins said: “they played like they were in the team for a long 

time, which was a positive sign.” St Vincent lack a natural goal-scorer like Rodney Jack, 

their last real overseas success, but Huggins will be buoyed by goals from youngsters 

Kevin Francis and Azinho Solomon against Dominica; Francis impressively scoring on 

debut. 

 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Colin Johnson 

Chances of success: One of the weakest teams in the region, absolutely no-one is 

forecasting Anguilla to get through the group. 

Key players: Adonijah Richardson is the side’s most competent defender, while there is 

a core of Slough (a team in the English non-league) players: Brian Connor, Rommel 

Gumbs and Jermaine Gumbs. The manager Johnson did a short interview with the 

Guardian newspaper back in 2008 and expressed an interest in recruiting more British-

born folk with Anguillan roots. The article explains: “The biggest Anguillan population 

beyond its sandy shores is in Slough, where an estimated 2,000 people with links to the 

island live.” This link is something Anguilla really should capitalize on. 

Last game: Trinidad and Tobago 10-0 Anguilla, November 2012 

Summary: According to the statistics, Anguilla’s last international victory was in the 

2010 Caribbean Cup, 2-1 over Saint Martin. They were made the whipping boys of their 

group in the last edition (letting in 16, scoring a meagre one) and Johnson – who has 

managed the senior women’s team in the past - has a very tough job on his hands with 

such a limited squad at his disposal.  

 

Anguilla 

Group 6 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Nick Warrick (@FSWorldUK) 

Manager: Jeffrey Hazel, assisted by technical director Lenny Lake 

Chances of success: Should make Second Round. 

Key players: Walsall's Romaine Sawyers has had a particularly strong season in League 

One in England, while team captain Atiba Harris has recently made the move to San Jose 

Earthquakes in the MLS. 

Last game: St Kitts and Nevis 0-3 French Guiana, November 2012 

Summary: The Sugar Boyz have been absent from international competition since the 

2012 Caribbean Cup which they exited at the group stage.  The team’s home advantage 

should see them make it past the first group stage, but further progress will largely 

depend on the number of overseas players who are willing to take time away from their 

domestic duties. With the FIFA window in place, more overseas players are expected to 

turn up and bolster the squad. Zeph Thomas, a forward who made his international bow 

for St Kitts just two years ago, exclusively told us: “I am very confident that we will 

qualify through the group, we have the home advantage and more experience from the 

last Caribbean Cup.” He added: “We may have a training camp as we want to progress 

far this time. This will stand us in good stead.” 

St Kitts and Nevis 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Callum Farrell (@CallumFarrell2) 

Manager: Kevin Francois, assisted by Ronnie Gustave 

Chances of success: Probably the weakest team in Group 6. 

Key players: Kurlson Benjamin is the country’s all-time top scorer with 14 goals; while 

30-year-old Lester Langlais and Delroy Parker are there as extra striking cover. 

Last game: St Vincent and the Grenadines 0-0 Dominica, February 2014 

Summary: This year’s Caribbean Cup will prove an emotional one, as it is the first major 

international tournament since coach Kurt Hector and player Norran Jno Hope died in a 

tragic car accident while travelling to an international game together. No doubt they will 

be in the thoughts on the players and fans in the year ahead and it will spur them on to 

achieve success in their honour. Despite having the lowest FIFA ranking out of any of 

their fellow competitors in their group, Dominica will feel buoyed on by recent results 

which have seen them be competitive and stay tight to their opponents – they lost 3-2 to 

St Vincent and the Grenadines, beat Saint Lucia 1-0 and have beaten Aruba 3-2 in the 

past couple of years. Dominica is hosting the Windward Island Tournament at the 

national Windsor Park Stadium at the end of the month, so this will give the coaching 

staff a final chance to tinker with the squad before heading out to St Kitts.  

Dominica 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Santokie Nagulendran (@San_Toki_) 

Manager: No manager officially named yet, but it is widely believed that former national 

boss Wayne Dover, who has just steered Alpha United to the CONCACAF Champions 

League group stages, will take the helm.  

Chances of success: Quite unpredictable as to which sort of team will turn up, but they 

have it in them to win the group and test their mettle in the Second Round. 

Key players: There is a possibility that overseas-based players from the recent World 

Cup qualifying campaign (where they reached the semi-finals of the CONCACAF 

qualifiers for the first time in their history) such as Leon/Carl Cort, Trayon Bubb, Chris 

Nurse and Ricky Shakes could be called on. With Jerome Thomas, Fabian Delph and Neil 

Danns all reportedly keen to put on the Golden Jaguars kit, Guyana could potentially 

have one of the strongest teams in the Caribbean by September.  

Last game: Guyana 4-3 French Guiana, November 2012 

Summary: Off-field political events within the GFF and not having named a manager or 

any sort of starting team means it is hard to predict how they will fare in the 

competition. A team made up of young, untested domestic players will struggle to 

progress from qualifiers against St Lucia and Dominica teams who have played games 

recently, but a team that utilises some of the experienced overseas-based players could 

go far in this competition.  As has been the theme of Guyana’s past few years in the 

footballing world, everything is unpredictable. 

 

 

Guyana 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Callum Farrell (@CallumFarrell2) 

Manager: Francis Lastic 

Chances of success: Marginally better than Dominica, but not close enough to St Kitts 

and Guyana to mount a charge for the Group 6 title. 

Key players: W Connection duo Eden Charles – a dynamic right-footed attacker who 

recently participated in the MLS SuperDraft but wasn’t scouted by a MLS club – and Kurt 

Frederick – a more than capable full-back, just 22, who was been catching the eye in the 

Trinidad top-flight this campaign – are notable players. Jamil Joseph, another attacker 

on the books of Connection and a previous trialist at English side Carlisle, poses a 

threat in the final third.  

Last game: St Lucia 0-5 Jamaica, March 2014 

Summary: After being handed a qualifying group of Guyana, Dominica and St. Kitts & 

Nevis, hopes will be high in Saint Lucia that the national team will be able to progress 

against nations ranked lower in the recent FIFA rankings.  In recent games with their 

three group competitors, they’ve only managed a single 1-0 victory against Dominica in 

November last year (but a draw and three defeats in other fixtures in nearly three years). 

They missed out on the final stage of the previous Caribbean Cup despite finishing with 

six points along with Guyana and St Vincent and the Grenadines, but an inferior goal 

difference proved crucial. Lastic’s men will hope for much more success in front of goal 

this time around to ensure the nation some yearned after international success. 

 

St Lucia 



 

 

 

 

*Written by Corey Stein (@iufan42081) 

Manager: Stephen Hart 

Chances of success: Very good. Home advantage, regional powerhouses, most 

successful team in Caribbean Cup (eight titles). 

Key players: Kenwyne Jones is very inconsistent but when in the mood, his strength 

and aggression can be a vital component for Trinidad. Khaleem Hyland, Andre Boucaud 

and Kevin Molino are the stand-outs in midfield while former Arsenal prodigy Justin 

Hoyte – a relatively recent addition to the squad – is a high profile figure in defence. 

Trinidad definitely has one of the most well-equipped squads in the whole of the 

Caribbean. 

Last game: Trinidad and Tobago 2-0 Jamaica, November 2013 

Summary: The Soca Warriors can gather great experience and momentum over the 

summer period as they’ve arranged three stellar friendlies with World Cup opposition 

Colombia, Argentina and Iran. They should clinch the Group 7 title and progress to the 

Final Round where they’d meet Cuba, whom they lost to in extra time in the Final of the 

last edition of the Caribbean Cup. A final of Trinidad against Jamaica could well be on 

the cards. 

SECOND ROUND – Group 7, 8 and 9 

Trinidad and Tobago 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Marc Collat 

Chances of success: A national team which is growing very fast indeed, I’d tip Haiti to 

move onto the Final Round and qualify for the Gold Cup for the second successive year. 

Key players: Haiti has some fine, explosive attacking players like Jean-Eudes Maurice of 

PSG’s B squad, Nancy hotshot Jeff Louis and Kervens Belfort of FC Sion in Switzerland. 

Reginal Goreux, Mechack Jerome and Wilde Donald Guerrier are others who should shine 

at the tournament. 

Last game: Kosovo 0-0 Haiti, March 2014 

Summary: Thoroughly impressive in friendlies against Spain and Italy last summer 

(they clinched a historic draw against the latter, 2-2), the Haitians are in transitional 

mode. A new manager in the shape of Marc Collat was recently appointed, a Martinique-

born 63-year-old who has previously managed the PSG academy and France youth 

teams, with the primary objective of qualifying for the Gold Cup next year. In a recent 

friendly against Kosovo they were off the pace, but many are anticipating Haiti to 

achieve their plan in the Caribbean Cup. 

Haiti 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Steve Bizacen 

Chances of success: Don’t think they’ll directly qualify for the Gold Cup but they stand 

a good chance of making the newly installed fifth place playoff. 

Key players: Ageing No.10 Lioc Lovel is usually a prominent feature in Guadeloupe’s 

midfield play, while Vladimir Pascal – born in Haiti but a representative of Guadeloupe – 

is a 21-year-old midfielder with seven goals in 11 appearances for the nationals since 

2010. Pascal aside, the squad which travelled to the 2012 Caribbean Cup was mainly 

comprised of ageing, 30+ players. The team needs an injection of youth and hunger.  

Last game: Guadeloupe 3-3 Martinique, October 2012 

Summary: Before last year’s Gold Cup, they participated in the last three editions (2011, 

2009, 2007) of the competition and reached the semi-finals seven years ago. But since 

suffering penalty shoot-out heartbreak to Jamaica in the 2010 Caribbean Cup final, 

Guadeloupe has gone off the radar. You never hear much about them in the regional 

media, nor do you about the side’s progress or selection. If they can recapture the form 

they showed seven or eight years ago then Guadeloupe are in with a shot of making the 

playoffs. 

 

 

 

Guadeloupe 

FINAL ROUND 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Walter Benitez 

Chances of success: Reigning champions, the question is can Cuba reproduce the same 

triumphant performances which led them to Caribbean Cup glory two years ago? 

Key players: Goalkeeper Odelin Molina is 39, with over 120 caps for Cuba, and he’s still 

going strong. Yoel Colome, Yenier Marquez, Jaime Colome and Ariel Martinez – a stand-

out in the Gold Cup last year – are others worth keeping an eye on if they’re called up. 

There was lots and lots of know-how in the 2012 trophy winning squad and that was the 

key to their success. Will it be similar this time around? 

Last game: Cuba 1-0 Indonesia, March 2014 

Summary: Given that football isn’t the major sport in Cuba, the seniors and indeed 

youth sides (the Under-20s reached the U20 World Cup last year for the first time in its 

history) have been punching above their weight. The onus is on Cuba to do well again 

because of winning the tournament last time out, but other teams have been working 

hard and could overtake them. I don’t think Cuba are going to finish in the top four 

qualifiers, meaning their best hope is via a playoff spot like Guadeloupe.  

Cuba 



 

 

 

 

Manager: Winfried Schäfer 

Chances of success: Potential winners, almost definite Gold Cup qualifiers. 

Key players: Jamaica has one of the most accomplished squads in the region. There is 

the British-born contingent like Garath McCleary, Wes Morgan, Adrian Mariappa, 

Jermaine Beckford and Jobi McAnuff and then the home-grown talent such as Andre 

Blake, Alvas Powell and captain Rodolph Austin. They are strong in every department. 

Last game: St Lucia 0-5 Jamaica, March 2014 

Summary: Jamaica had a hugely disappointing 2012 Caribbean Cup journey and now 

the team, under the stewardship of wiry German coach Schäfer, will be looking to rectify 

their past mistakes. The JFF has lined up some fantastic friendlies to be played this 

summer against Serbia (26 May), Switzerland (30 May), France (8 June) and Canada (9 

September). The ultimate target is to win the Caribbean Cup, reach the knock-out phase 

of the Gold Cup and then qualify for the 2018 World Cup in Russia. Jamaica is building 

and building and with Schäfer in charge, there will be structure, organization and 

attention to detail. Exactly what Jamaica need. 

 

Editor 

 Winner: Jamaica 

 Semi-finalists to directly qualify for Gold Cup: Guyana, Haiti, Trinidad and 

Tobago 

Jamaica 

PREDICTIONS – Our contributors give their verdicts 



 Fifth place playoff team: Cuba 

Santokie 

 Winner: Jamaica 

 Semi-finalists to directly qualify for Gold Cup: Guadeloupe, Trinidad and Tobago, 

Cuba 

 Fifth place playoff team: Guyana 

Corey: 

 Winner: Jamaica 

 Semi-finalists to directly qualify for Gold Cup: Haiti, Cuba, Trinidad and Tobago 

 Fifth place playoff team: Martinique 

Aldo: 

 Winner: Jamaica 

 Semi-finalists to directly qualify for Gold Cup: Haiti, Cuba, Trinidad and Tobago 

 Fifth place playoff team: Dominican Republic  

Callum: 

 Winner: Cuba 

 Semi-finalists to directly qualify for Gold Cup: Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 

Haiti 

 Fifth place playoff team: Puerto Rico 

Dan: 

 Winner: Jamaica 

 Semi-finalists to directly qualify for Gold Cup: Cuba, Trinidad and Tobago, 

Suriname 

 Fifth place playoff team: Barbados 

Nick: 

 Winner: Jamaica 

 Semi-finalists to directly qualify for Gold Cup: Cuba, Guadeloupe, Trinidad and 

Tobago 

 Fifth place playoff team: Haiti 

*A massive thanks to our contributors for stepping and providing information for certain 

teams 

*Please note all images used are strictly owned by its photographer and edited by The 

Home of Caribbean Football 

*All information is correct and up to date at the time of writing but may change leading 

up to the tournament 

*Feel free to download this document (it’s free!) and direct all feedback to @caribbeanftbl 

or caribbeanfootball at hotmail dot co uk 



*Finally, we hope you have enjoyed reading this preview as much as we’ve enjoyed 

producing it. Thank you 


